Your first read on Sunday

13 August 2006 - issue number

James Debono

THE MALTA Labour Party has
cult deep in to the Nationalist
Party’s lead in Gozo: while
back in 2003 the gap between
the two parties amounted to an
unsurpassable 18 per cent, now it
amounts to just 4.5 per cent.

Al the moment the PN enjoys the
support of 31 per cent of Gogitan
respondents to the MaltaToday
survey, while the MLP is trailing
al 26 per cent. Yet 40.5 per cent
of Gozitan respondents are either
undecided or intend not to vote in
a forthcoming election. It will be
this eategory of voters which will
finally determine whether Labour
can snateh a surprise third seat
from the istand,

The large number of undecided

PN losing ground

and non-volers is an indication
that Gozo is not immune from the
current wave of disenchantment
effecting the whole country, When
only undecided respondents and
non-volers are taken out of the
equation, the PN still manages a
majority of 52 per cent —a far ery
from the 59 per cent it seored in
2003, Substantial gains are scored
by the MLP (3.3 per cent) and by
the Greens (3.7 per cent).

Yet despite the PPN%s decline,
Lawrence Gongzi still manages to
beat his rival Alfred Sant as the
most trusted political leader in
Gozo, While Gonzi is 9 perventage
points more  popular than  his
own party, Allred Sant is hall
a percentage point less popular
than his own party. *» Gozo
today survey pages 12-13
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Maltese telecom companies to
suspend Israeli interception upgrades

Matthew Vella

THE FLOODGATES appear
iy have opened [or  renewed
challenges 8] the Maltn

Commumcilions Authonty's
decision thal favoured lsmeli spy
firm Verinl over a chedper system
offered by lalian firm RCS, this
newspaper has learnt

Malta’s  lelecoms  operaiors
are  mow  reconsidering  their
obligations wo pay for the unified
legal interception svsiem, which
the MCA chose on behall of the
Maltn Secunity Services (MSS),

They will also be considering
suspending any further upgrades
Lo their sysiems.

The reacion follonws
MalwToduy's  revelations o

weeks ugo of the legal action
presenied by RCS, which was
denied the right to appeal the
decision after the MCA claimed
the contract was nol bound by
public  procurement  regulations
since the contracl was ssued by
the secunly services,

The interception system I8
believed to be worth anvthing
between Lml o 2 million. But
the award W a  survellance
systems firm with close links 1o
the lsraeli government, and a tral
ol controversy spanmng from the
Seplember 11 attacks and nto
Euwrope, hove compounded  the
contentious choice of Verint' to
provide the MSS ils unified legal
interception system. that will tap
into Maolta's telephone and intemet

cOmmuUniclions,

Go Mobile,  Malocom  and
Vodafone cach provide the Malin
Security  Services  with  legal
interception  technology o allow
the MS5 10 wp all telephone
calls, Inlernet operators are also
expected to pay for the provision
of the lsraeli technology o the
SECUTilY services

RCS, which is challenging the
MCA' decision in court, clams
tenderers were never informed of
a “dispensation” that exempted the
comtract | rom procurement laws.

The lacts even point w0 a later
sgreement  signed  between  the
MCA and the secunty services —a
week alter RCS were told theirolTer
had been rejected « on 5 January
200, when the MCA signed @

memomndum  of  understanding
with the MSS, which 15 alTorded
special powers to spend money
without having Lo sccount Lor tis
expendsture.

RCS 15 clwming the MCA's
decision wiag  illegal amd
discriminatory, after il was
mformed on 29 December 2005
that 1= ol Ters had been rejected and
the contract assigned o VerinL

However, in o meeting held on 3

Junuary 2006, the MCA informed

RCS that its offer had been the
cheapest and was also compliant
and sound, but that Yernts offer
wis “holistically superior™

Twao days later on 5 Jamuary, the
authority signed its memomandum
of understanding with the secunty
services. b page 5

Another Brit
in Lm1 million
drug bust

A ENGLISH nationzal with our
ktlogrammes of pure grade cocaine
worth almost Lim 1 million has been
ammested  shortly  before  leaving
Sicily for Malta.  This bust ook
place a lew weeks after a similar
sting where another Englishman
this time with 50,000 ecsiasy pilly
was  apprehended. Both  cases
involve Brinsh nalionals leaving
Sicilv o Malta via the catomaran sea
lmk. The opemtion, coordinated
by the Maltese security services
and the drug sguad, has dealt vet
another severe blow o what 1s
being defined as a “well structured”™
British-run criminal orgamsation
based in Malt

Weeks of  surveillance, led
the police W alert their [Lln
coumnterparts about the imminent
arnvil of an Englishman who was
torcollect the drugs that were hidden
inside the trunk of a hired car, that
waes left since lust July in g secured
cir park al Catania’s Fontanarossa
arporl, » page 6

Karl Stagno-Navarra

SAN GWANN PN councillor and
Francis Zommit Dimech canvasser
Kurt  Guillavmier believes  he
owes “no apology 1o anybody™,
regarding his presence at a rally ol
the nghiwing Alleanza Mazzjonali

Repubblikana in Valletta, as well
as lor comments he subsequently
made on a Xambank progromme
that acddressed the problem of illegal
immigration last June

“l don't have o apologise to
anybody,”  Gullaumier  msisted,
whi returmed MlalaToday s

'“l don't have to apologise to anybody”

call shorlly alter PN secretary
general Joe Saliba explained that
the  councillor  was  summoned
before the pary’s  admmistranve
council, heard his explanation, and
received a wrillen “apology™ and a
“clarification” aboul the matter thal
itked the party. » page 3
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