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Unemployment up 1,000 
in November

Stepping into the unknown 
of 2010

Copper sends FTSE to 15-
month high

Business Business 
TodayToday

CONDEMNED BY THE BA – 
COORDINATED BY CASTILLE

MediaToday 
would like wish 

all readers a 
HAPPY NEW 

YEAR

CHARLOT ZAHRA

MALTATODAY can reveal 
that the Office of the Prime 
Minister (OPM) had a di-
rect hand in co-ordinating 
the recent ill-fated adver-
tising campaign on Pri-
mary Health Reform – a 

campaign which had to be 
withdrawn upon orders by 
the Broadcasting Author-
ity, after it was found to 
violate national legislation 
on political advertising.

It was sister Maltese-
language newspaper Illum 
which revealed, in an article 
last Sunday, how an adver-
tising campaign conducted 

by the Health Ministry 
about the Primary Health 
Reform had fallen foul of 
the Broadcasting Authority 
(BA). 

In a circular to all broad-
casting stations issued by 
BA chief executive officer 
Pierre Cassar on 18 Decem-
ber, Cassar reminded all ra-
dio and television stations 

that “the Broadcasting Act 
prohibits political adver-
tising except when this is 
authorised under a scheme 
of political broadcasts ap-
proved by the Broadcasting 
Authority.
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Air Malta enters 2010 
‘scraping the bottom’
CEO Joe Capello breaks the 
silence on the embattled airline’s 
dire fi nancial situation, but 
expresses confi dence that a 
turnaround is possible 

See Business Today
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Paceville NYE Paceville NYE 
clampdown?clampdown?

Special feature on pages 7-9

Joe Capello


